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Challenges and opportunities for the research community

e-centric scholar information

globalization

distributed research teams

information overload

relevancy overload

trust constraints
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Researchers, scientists:

Discover new research material - “science spotting”

Share and identify quality information

Faster answers: avoid “blind alleys” through easy access to
existing information

Mine collective wisdom of 2collab experts

More connections

Authors:

Increase discoverability of own papers

Elevate reputations and highlight research

Gain recognition

Powering research productivity through collaboration
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2collab - homepage

First time users will
find a quick benefit-led
overview of 2collab
on the homepage.

Immediately see,
and browse the
public and popular
tags, groups
and bookmarks.
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2collab - creating a collaboration group
Open public group -

visible and open to

join for  everyone

Closed public group

– visible and

permission based

joining

Private group -  only

visible to invited

members

Directly create a tag

dictionary to use by

members of the

group; help avoiding

spelling variations,

increase

discoverability of

resources  shared

within the group
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2collab – browse, discover, explore, participate

Browse through
public groups –
looking at members,
tags and bookmarks.

Directly apply and join
an open group of
interest

View closed groups
you are a member of

Users can take part
in discussions by
commenting and
adding bookmarks.
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Users enhance

resources with

tags, ratings,

comments.

• All tags used

within current

context (group)

are summarised

based on

popularity and

recency in a tag

cloud / list

•The average

rating of all users

on a certain

resource is

presented as the

rating of that

resource

•A summary of all

comments – and

link to the

complete

discussion thread
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2collab in ScienceDirect

With one click bookmarks any SD article, and transfer along all associated metadata
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2collab in Scopus

With one click bookmarks any Scopus article, and transfer along all associated metadata
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2collab from other resources
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2collab end-user homepage

User homepage shows:

Current activity and interests:
all information provided by user
about his/her current affiliation,
geographical location, interests,
links to own website, blog, etc.

User’s activity in 2collab: a
summary of his/her bookmarks,
tags used, groups in which
he/she is participating in or
owns

User’s scientific record: own
publications available online
(incl. quick import of all
publications based on Scopus
author ID)
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Discover and explore:

•Related topics

•Resources on same or related topics

•People active in same area

•Collaboration opportunities

•Explore further by filtering on tag, user, group
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Transport user data: Import / Export

Web Browsers
<!DOCTYPE NETSCAPE-Bookmark-file-1>
<TITLE>Bookmarks</TITLE>
<H1>Bookmarks</H1>
<DL><p><DT><H3 FOLDED ADD_DATE="1196858610">Web
resources for scientific, technical and medical
information</H3></DT>
        <DT><A
HREF="http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez/"
ADD_DATE="1196858604" LAST_VISIT="1206255301"
LAST_MODIFIED="1140536824">PubMed</A></DT>

<DT><A
HREF="http://www.scirus.com/"
ADD_DATE="1196858604" LAST_VISIT="1206255301"
LAST_MODIFIED="1132901601">Scirus - for
scientific information only</A></DT>

<DT><A
HREF="http://www.scopus.com/scopus/home.url"
ADD_DATE="1196858624" LAST_VISIT="1206255321"
LAST_MODIFIED="1140635866">SCOPUS - database of
research literature</A></DT>

<DT><A
HREF="http://www.sciencedirect.com/"
ADD_DATE="1196858711" LAST_VISIT="1206255445"
LAST_MODIFIED="1140605876">ScienceDirect</A></DT
>
    </DL></p>
</DL>

User Tags?

   Comments?

Ratings?
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Transport user data: Import / Export

Reference tools

TY  - GEN
T1  - PubMed
AB  - PubMed home
UR  - http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez/
KW  - bibliographic
KW  - database
KW  - Medline
KW  - STM
ER  -
TY  - GEN
T1  - Scirus - for scientific information only
AB  - Scirus - search engine for scientific
information
UR  - http://www.scirus.com/
KW  - scientific
KW  - search engine
KW  - STM
ER  -
TY  - GEN
T1  - SCOPUS - database of research literature
AB  - SCOPUS - abstracts and citations database
UR  - http://www.scopus.com/scopus/home.url
KW  - abstracts
KW  - bibliographic
KW  - citations
KW  - database
KW  - STM
ER  -

User Tags?

   Comments?

Ratings?
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Browser button, bookmarklet

Add bookmarks from various sources

Issues:

Scalability to all information sources

Dependency on various APIs (if available)

Ad-hoc, fragile

Reliability
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Integrated add-to button

Add bookmarks from various sources

Issue: scalability to all user information sources
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http://www.2collab.com/data/group:Neuroscience

User data within external platforms
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Standards

Dublin Core (NISO Z39.85, ISO15836, RFC5013)

The Simple Dublin Core Metadata Element Set
(DCMES) consists of 15 metadata elements: Title,
Creator, Subject, Description, Publisher,
Contributor, Date, Type, Format, Identifier, Source,
Language, Relation, Coverage, Rights

DCMI Metadata Terms (DCTERMS initiative)

Qualified Dublin Core: initiative of refinements make
the meaning of an element narrower or more
specific

… DC for social content?
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Standards

DOI (NISO Z39.84)

Digital Object Identifier – persistent identifier given to
digital objects on the Internet, e.g. documents, data,
images – example doi:10.1016/j.cell.2008.01.014

- … aggregate all social knowledge about a particular
article?
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Questions ?

Camelia Csora
Product Manager

c.csora@elsevier.com

http://www.2collab.com

http://blog.2collab.com
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2collab officially launched on November 27th, 2007

After 3 months – usage shows: -
24,500 bookmarks,

2350 users

520 groups

16,602 distinct tags, used 82,815 times (resulting in each distinct tag being used an average of
5 times)

2collab was developed in conjunction with Elsevier’s world-class usability labs,
premier development partners, which includes over 30 top academic and
research organizations and influential science bloggers. (e.g.
Scienceblogs.com)

User tests showed low familiarity wit Social bookmarking:
6% active users
22% prompted recognition
72% no familiarity

More about 2collab
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2008 Roadmap

1. Focus on collaboration

Enable easy discovery of relevant information from trusted sources

Fenced discussions within trusted research groups

Open discussions on scientific hot topics

Enable easy discovery of other researchers, active in a certain area

Connect with others and initiate collaborations easier and boundaryless

Recommendation reading lists to support teachers and librarians

Q&A to support new scientists find quickly information available already within their network

Support the needs of niche communities delimited by either geographical or specific subject
area

Advanced tagging and easier browsing for relevant content

2. Focus on integration with other tools and platform

3. Incorporate user feedback of April and August 2008 user test sessions
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Why      ?

Our end users are always looking for the most relevant
and up-to-date scientific information. The number of
electronic sources has increased enormously. Users
would like to have tools which help them store and
organize scientific literature.

User tests revealed that the combination of organizing,
sharing, and discussing is seen as useful and has added
value over traditional reference managers.

Furthermore, users would like to share and especially
discuss interesting papers and web pages with others as
well. This could be with their research group, their class
or their colleagues. But also with people who share the
same interest, but may be working at the other side of the
globe.

Finding people active in the same subject field to
connect, exchange experiences and information has
become key in global research projects.


