[image: image1.png]<
daisy
v



Z39.86 Revision April 2010 Status Report
By George Kerscher

Last revised: March 21, 2010

Executive Summary

The DAISY Standard, officially The ANSI/NISO Z39.86, Is under revision. The specification will be divided into two parts: Part A, Authoring and Interchange, and Part B, Distribution. Both parts will be released as “Draft Standards for Trial Use” and will remain in these phases until both are ready for submission to NISO for formal approval.

Markus Gylling, Chief Technical Officer (CTO) for the DAISY Consortium is chair of the working groups for both parts of the specifications.
· Target May 2010: 
Part A Authoring and Interchange call for public review, followed by public testing and harmonization with Part B Distribution. Draft Standard for Trial use is expected later in the year.
· Target December 2010: Part B Distribution: Draft Standard for Trial Use

· Target Mid 2011: 
Both Part A & B Submission to NISO for approval

Dependency note: Part B distribution currently has a goal of harmonization with the EPUB suite of specifications maintained by the International Digital Publishing Forum (IDPF).  Text and image publications, which do not have synchronized audio, would defer to the EPUB Standard for delivery of that type of content. However, the current EPUB specification would require modifications for the systems to function seamlessly. The current EPUB specification is scheduled for a maintenance release (2.0.1) in April of 2010. A call for requirements will also start in April 2010. The charter for a revision of the EPUB Standard is in draft status and is also expected to be proposed in April 2010.
The revision to the DAISY (Z39.86) standard is a completely open process and all working group documents are on a wiki found at:

http://www.daisy.org/ZedNext
Part A Authoring and Interchange (ZedAI)

The working group held its first face-to-face meeting in March 2009 adjacent to the CSUN conference. Conference calls were scheduled every two weeks. The working group published three working drafts with the latest produced in December 2009. The overview can be found at:
http://www.daisy.org/z3986/2010
Relation to W3C

The work on XHTML 2 was dropped by the W3C. This means the modularization of various vocabularies work had to be picked up by the ZedAI working group. The W3C is focusing their work on HTML 5, which does not support the expansion of XML elements through namespaces, i.e. it is a fixed vocabulary.  However, as a platform for distribution of content HTML 5 will be important.  The browser presentation utilities are used in many reading systems, which would require the content be delivered using HTML 5 elements and the associated CSS. 
The WAI, a division of the W3C now owns the "role" attribute in HTML 5. Markus Gylling has joined the Protocol and Formats working group of the W3C, injecting a strong influence over the design of the role attribute.

The significance of this is that the semantics of content from ZedAI modules can be conveyed through the role attribute in a Resource Description Framework.

This means that arbitrary elements in HTML 5 could play a certain role defined in the ZedAI module:

<fobar role="paragraph"> or <foobar role="head1"> and the reading systems can use the semantics of the element delivered through the role to determine their behavior. This links the presentation side delivered by CSS and behaviors delivered through the role.

An excellent primer on the design of ZedAI and the use of the role attribute can be found at:
http://www.daisy.org/z3986/2010/z3986-2010a-primer.html
Formal specification:

http://www.daisy.org/z3986/2010/z3986-2010a.html
Part B Distribution (ZedDist):

The first face-to-face meeting was held in November 2009 hosted by Microsoft in Redmond. The working group has conference calls scheduled every two weeks.
Design Goals for the Distribution portion of the specification can be found at:

http://www.daisy.org/zw/ZedDist_Design_Goals.
Architectural designs based on the goals were produced. The latest, which has been approved by the working group, is available at: 
http://www.daisy.org/zw/ZedDist_Strawman2.
It will be instructive to review the proposed profiles of:  “audio,” “Classic” DAISY, “eBook,” and the “Pro” profiles.
The work will be divided into two phases. The first phase will yield a working draft specification in June 2010. This phase will exclude the Pro profile with the advanced features of video, forms, And the text only profile (EPUB dependency). The working group plans to meet in May or June in preparation for the working draft release. The second phase will introduce all remaining features to the specification and will conclude with a public call for review, followed by the publishing of the Draft Standard for Trial use.
TIME Line for Revision can be found at:

http://www.daisy.org/zw/ZedNext_Timeline.
