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Work Item Title
NISO RP-6-2008, RFID in U.S. Libraries: Revision
 
Background and Problem Statement:
In January 2008, NISO formally published the Recommended Practice, RFID in U.S. Libraries (NISO RP-6-2008; available online at http://www.niso.org/publications/rp/RP-6-2008.pdf). This document addresses the implementation of RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) of books and other materials in United States libraries. The Working Group had broad representation of those who would use and be affected by this Recommended Practice, including RFID hardware manufacturers, solution providers (software and integration), library RFID users, book jobbers and processors, and related organizations.
 
That same month, a new ISO ballot was sent to ISO member countries for the approval of a new ISO TC46 Committee Draft International Standard in 3 parts:
 
· ISO/CD 28560-1, Information and documentation -- Data model for use of RFID in libraries -- Part 1: General requirements and data elements) 
Establishes an abstract model for the use of Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) tags for library items.
· ISO/CD 28560-2, Information and documentation -- RFID in libraries -- Part 2: Encoding based on ISO/IEC 15962
This part deals with the encoding rules based on ISO/IEC 15962 (RFID for item management -- Data protocol), which uses an object identifier structure to identify data elements. This enables the optional data elements defined in Part 1 to be selected or not, even to the extent that the RFID tags on different items in the same library may carry different data elements.
· ISO/CD 28560-3, Information and documentation -- RFID in libraries -- Part 3: Fixed length encoding
This part is applicable to RFID applications for libraries that use the RFID tags conforming to ISO/IEC 18000-3 mode 1 (RFID for item management -- Part 3: Parameters for air interface communications at 13,56 MHz). This part defines a basic subset of data elements taken from the total set of data elements described in part 1. It is specified how to encode the basic set of data elements in a straightforward way in a basic block on the RFID tag.
 
During the development of the NISO Recommended Practice and the ISO draft standard, the NISO Working Group was in close contact with the international group that developed the above standard in an effort to keep the two documents in synch as much as possible.
 
The ISO standard is in the final stages of development, with final publication expected in early 2010. In order to ensure that the NISO Recommended Practice is up to date and provides United States implementers of RFID tags in libraries with sufficient guidance to conform with the ISO work, a revision of the NISO Recommended Practice is necessary.
 
Statement of Work:
· Project Goals: 
· Examine the details of (soon to be approved) ISO 28560-1 and ISO 28560-2 standards to identify the conflicts between the NISO Recommended Practice and the ISO standards.  Suggest ways to improve the conformance between the NISO Recommended Practice and the ISO standard. 
· Examine the details of ISO 28560-3 and make recommendations regarding its use (or lack thereof) in the USA. 
· Examine the data model in the ISO standard to see which optional elements in the model should be made “highly desirable” in the USA implementations.
· Interpret some aspects of the ISO standard by providing USA-specific examples to make implementations easier for manufacturers and libraries. 
· Specific Deliverables and Objectives: 
· Produce a new version of the NISO Recommended Practice document with a possible title of RFID Systems in US Libraries and Conformance with the ISO 28560 Standard. The Recommended Practice will include: 
· A checklist (for libraries and vendors) that can be used to evaluate the degree of conformance with the ISO 28560.
· A set of recommend practices and procedures to insure interoperability among US RFID implementations. 
· A list of suggestions to reduce the impact of migrating from non-conforming systems to conforming systems or running with “mixed” tag systems (older tags and newer conforming tags).
· Help in the promulgation of this information by making presentations at various library conferences and through NISO Webinars. 
· Process
· Create a NISO Working Group. To include members from the original working group as well as new members who have expressed interest. 
· Study the new standard; compare it with the existing 2008 Recommended Practice document.
· Rewrite the document to meet the specific deliverables mentioned above. 
· Telephone or Skype meetings will be the primary form of communications (as was the case in the previous working group).
· Vinod Chachra and Paul Sevcik will serve as co-chairs.  
 
Partners and Participation:
Necessary for this revision is input from RFID hardware manufacturers, solution providers (software and integration), library RFID users, book jobbers and processors, and related organizations. Many of the original RFID Working Group members have expressed their willingness to assist with a revision; additionally, there have been several new participants who are impacted by this work who have also expressed interest in joining this new working group.
 
Timeline:
Below are target dates using months to indicate time needed to complete this project, from Project Approval through Completion. 
 
	Milestone
	Timeline

	Appointment of working group
	Month 1

	Completion of information gathering, including development of bibliography of existing information re physical delivery of library resources (to be made available on the NISO website).
	Months 1-2

	Completion of initial draft Recommended Practice document
	Months 2-5

	Comment Period
	Months 5-8

	Completion of final Recommended Practice document
	Month 9
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